DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

proved to be beyond the scope of their finances and
had to be cut down. She had taken into her service
a little black Malay boy, who had been in Darmstadt
two years, but had received no sort of education.
She was having him taught to read and write, and
when he had been instructed in religion she would
have him christened. Twice a week Louis had to
drill with his regiment, there was an industrial exhibi-
tion to open, there was a conference of Agriculturists,
at which new machines for reaping were shown ; the
Prince Consort's address to the British Agricultural
Society, Alice added, lay open on the Committee's
table, and was highly thought of; an asylum for the
blind had been started of which she was President.

But this catalogue of engagements failed to con-
vince the Queen that anything should be allowed to
interfere with their duty of returning to her in the
""Sutumn, and she did not appreciate how natural it
was that a young couple should want a home of their
own, where, after their five months5 absence in Eng-
land, they could settle down as a married couple
should. Darmstadt was evidently threatening to
monopolize them as Prussia had monopolized Vicky.
But once again Mama's wish was the Queen's will,
and leaving the baby behind they came to Balmoral
in September for a further stay of six weeks. The
Prince and Princess of Wales were at Abergeldie,
and Prince Alfred was home on leave, and the
Queen had her thiee youngest daughters with her ;
really the family were doing their best that she should
not have to " make shift for the day."

Yet still the forward movement of life served only
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